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To them that SEER Peace with Gop, | 


BY THOMAS BENTLEY. 


FIRST HEAM 


MONGST David's laſt words is the charge 
which he gave to Solomon concerning Joab 
and Shimei. Now I have heard this ſpoken of by 

a very eminent preacher, as the worſt and wickedeſt 
action that ever David was guilty of: but in fo 
judging David upon that account, he condemned 

the righteous. We are to remember, that David as 
king was chief judge and magiſtrate in Iſrael, and 
as ſuch it behoved him to be a terror to evil doers, — 

to ſmite the ſcorner, that others might beware,—not 

to bear the ſword in vain, but faithfully to execute the 

judgments which God had commanded. Joab 

was a murderer, and the puniſhment of ſuch we 

find, Exod. xxi. 12. and Lev. xxiv. 17, 21. Of the 

ſeverity of God's judgment againſt Shimei's crime 
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2 LETTER VIII. 


of ſedition and rebellion, we have an inſtance in the 
"caſe of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, and alſo a 
command againſt it, Exod. xxii, 28. and it is plain 
from Abiſhai's words (2 Sam. xix. 21) that that 
crime was then puniſhed with death. Now as to 
David's not puniſhing theſe tranſgreſſors at the 
the times they committed the crimes, I anſwer, that 
it is the duty of God's people to be wiſe as ſerpents, 
as well as harmleſs as doves: at the times when 
Joab murdered Abner and Amaſa, and alſo when 
Shimei made his ſubmiſſion, David's kingdom was 


unſettled, and he teſtified at one time, that Joab 


and his family were too hard or mighty for him, 
2 Sam. iii. 39. David promiſed Shimei that he 
ſhould not be put to death for that crime, neither 
was he. As to Joab, I do not read that he made 
him any promiſe of forbearance whatſoever, 
The Lord God Almighty grant that my laſt end 
may be like David's. | 


SECOND HEA D. 


In the laſt days (ſaith God) I will pour out my Spirit 
upon all fleſh, and both man and woman ſhall prophecy, or 
preach, Acts ii. 17, 18. | 
Nevertheleſs, neither is the man without the woman, 
nor the woman without the man in the Lord, i Cor. xi. 12. 
In Chriſt there is neither male nor female, for both ſexes 
are one (alike or equal) in him, Gal. iii. 28. h 
Every Woman that prayeth or preacheth with her head 
uncovered, diſhooureth ber head, 1 Cor. xi. 5. | 
AQuench not the Spirit, —Deſpiſe not prophecyings, Paul. 


In the times of the outward Moſaic diſpenſation» 


God committed his laws and judgments, and the 
| miniſtry 
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miniſtry of holy things, to the tribe of Levi, and tothe 


males of that family; but in the above prophecy of 
Joel he tells us, that he would con ſecrate to his ſer- 
vice, not only the ſons of Levi, but both males and 
females of every nation. And by the“ laſt days“ 
and © laſt times, we are not to underſtand merely 
the outward times, which have been ſince our Lord 
Jeſus Chriit's appearance in the fleſh, but they 
are to be ſpiritually underſtood ; and accordingly we 
find women preaching and teaching throughout the 
old as well as the new teſtament. Sarah, Gen. xxi. 
10. Rebecca, Gen, xxvii. Rachel and Leah, Gen. 
xxxi. Miciam, Deborah, Naomi, Ruth, Hannah, 


Abigail, the woman of Abel, 2 Sam. xx. Huldah, 
2 Kings xxii. 15. Lemuel's mother, Prov. xxxi. 


Ifaiah's Wife, Ifa. viii. 3. and in the new teitament, 
Elizabeth, Mary, Anna, the woman of Sychar, 
Philip's daughters, Priſcilla, alſo thoſe mentioned, 
Phil. iv. 3, &c. As it is very plain therefore from 
the precepts and examples both of the Old and New 
Teſtament, that holy women may lawfuily teach or 
preach, it is alſo plain that the words 45 women” and 
«© woman,” in 1 Cor. xiv. 34. and 1 Tim. ii. 12. 


are either to be ſpiritually underſtood as widows,'? 


1 Tim. v. and ***nobles,” Eeclef, „ and 
women,“ Ia. iii. 16—24. or elſe that Paul there 
forbids women to intermeddle with the civil or 
worldly government of the church or houſe: but I. 
am perſuaded of the former, and that by women” 
is there meant them who have been bred up, or 
brought by parents, huſbands, wives, &c. into an 
outward form of godlineſs (ſuch as dreſs, attendance 
a: church or meeting, &c. 1 Cor. vii. 14) but have 
not the power of it: for we know that the church 
of God is not an outward houſe or building, but 

A 2 the 


SEE wr 2 ? 8 n= of . wo os TX N . 2 N BED ON. * n 2 5 4h to _ 
8 A It 7550 3 Si. — MM LEE Lee c Ba r 7 1 Ts = CEE pon - 2 K NES ns 5 = ENS Ee 3 1 
5 8 SY * 5 CL, 3 e 


XY 
. 
LS 2 1 _7 
5 


rern em. 


the body of Chriſt, of which every true chriſtian is 
a part, 1 Cor, vi. and therefore whoever inſtructs or 
teaches or commands any true chriſtian in any place, 
ſpeaks and teaches in the church of God, 


THIRD HEAD. 


I exhort therefore, that firſt of all, ſupplications, pray- 
ers, interceſſions, and giving of thanks, be made for all 


men, 1 Tim. ii. 1. 


I ſuppoſe this ſcripture is the principal one which 
is brought to ſupport the cuſtom of conftant prayers 
before preaching ; but they who uſe it for that pur- 
poſe are ignorant of its meaning. Scripture is cer- 
tainly a good interpreter of itſelf, and there is no 
doubt but that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his apo- 
ſtles lived according to that which they taught; but 
I do not find that ever our Lord or his apoſtles be- 
gan their Sermons with prayers: and ſo far from 
praying for proſperity or the bleſſing of God upon 
every man, we find both in the Old and New Teſta- 
ment commands and intimations againſt it, Numb. 
xvi. 15. 1 Sam, xxviii. 16. Pſalm Ixxxiii. Iſa. ii. 9. 
Jer. vii. 11. and xiv. chap. Ezek. xx. 3. Matt. xii. 
31. Mark iii. 29. Luke xii. 13. John xvii. 9g. Acts 

v. 1—9. and viii. 20. 1 Cor. xvi. 22. Gal. vi. 16. 
2 Tim. iv. 14. Heb. x. 26. and xiii. 18. 1 John v. 
16. 2 John 10. | 

In 1 Tim. v. 4. Paul commands, that when any 
one joined in fellowſhip or communion with the 
church, before they gave their ſubſtance to their 
{piritual brethren, that if they hadJnatural parents, 
or benefactors who were in want (*widows”) they 
ſhould firſt requite them: the words “ firſt of all,” 
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in this head, I underſtand in a ſomewhat fimilar 
ſenſe: that is, as all mankind are naturally alike ſin- 
ners and aliens from God, therefore when firſt called 
we are the brethren of the world; and ſo long as 
God is pleaſed to let us remain (Gal. iv. 1.) and 
firuggle under that unequal yoke, and in the ſchool 
of the law, it is our duty to behave as brethren to 
them who are not our brethren, not having that 
groaning, willing Spirit which we have, But it is 
not the will of God that we ſhould ſtay long in this 
{tate “of the breaking forth of children;” and if we 
patiently, faithfully, and conſcientiouſly continue 
in well doing, he will certainly bring us from under 
this unequal yoke, into a large and free place; and 
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teach us to“ diſcern and make a difference betwixt 


the precious and the vile, the righteous and the 
wicked; him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth 
him not.” * Henceforth, ſays Paul, know we no 
man after the fleſh,” And ſays our Lord, Who is 
my mother or my brethren ?”—lt is alſo the duty of 
chriſtians, ſo long as they are in this world, to pray 
for and do good unto all men according to their 
power, by encouraging and rewarding virtue, and 
by diſcountenancing vice; by contributing to the 
ſupport of juſtice, quietneſs, peace and order, 


FOURTH HEAD. 


No weapon that is formed againſt thee fhall proſper ; 
and every tongue that riſeth up againſt thee in juugment 
thou ſhalt condemn. Lo, this is the heritage of the ſervants 
of the Lord, Iſa. liv. 17. 

I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and 
will fave thy children, Iſaiah. 


Sing 
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Sing ye, a vineyard of red wine : I the Lord do keep it, 
I will water it every moment © leſt any hurt it, I will keep 
it mgbt and day. Iſaiah. 

T1 have ſet watchmen upon thy walls, 0 Jeruſalem, 
evhich ſhall never (fo long as the world laſts, neither 
through force nor cunning, be made to} hold their 
peace, Ifa. Ixii. 6. » 

If T do not the works of God, believe me not, —the works 
that 1 do in my Father's name, they bear witneſs of 
me. Chriſt. And the ſame of the prophets and 
apoſtles throughout the ſcriptures. 

If ye were blind, ye would not be guilty. Chriſt. 

Where no law is, fin is not imputed. —T he times of 
( 1 gnorance God winketh at, —If there be 

a willing mind, what a man can do 1s accepted, — 
Hold faſt the form of ſound words. — ] believe all things 
that are written in the law and the prophets, — Let my ad- 
Uerſaries ſhew a life and deeds like mine. Paul. 


Having lately been in company with ſome profeſ- 
ſors who ſpeak great ſwelling words, pretending to 
be wiſe above that which is written, and take upon 
them to deſpiſe, and blot out, and alter the words 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles and pro- 
phets, becauſe they do not underſtand them, or do 
not like them ; I have for the comfort of the upright, 
humble, honeſt ſoul, ſelected as above ſome ot the 
ſcriptures which promiſe God's protection to the 
truth, both ſpoken and written; and his acceptance 
of our obedience, according to that which we do 
know, or can reaſonably and conſcientiouſly learn. 

Though the Spirit of the living Almighty God is 
undoubtedly infinitely preferable to the dead letter 
of ſcripture, yet my own experience witneſſes, that 
he teaches nothing contrary to what 1s revealed in 
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all the books of the New Teftament, and throughout 
all the eminent parts of the old: not that I pretend 
yet to un ſerſtand every part of God's written word, 
but he hath already taught me much of it; and from 
what I have already learnt of it, my experience con- 
vinces me, that it is indeed the truth, John iv. 29. 
Indeed I reject the books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Efther, 
and thoſe called Apocrypha, as rules of faith or obe- 
dience, having found ſome things in them contrary 
to, or manifeſting an ignorance of the other undoubt- 
edly authentick ſcriptures, and alſo no where quoted 
or mentioned either by our Lord or his apoſtles. — 
So often as the ſcriptures have been tranſlated by 
different hands, and ſo expoſed as they are to be 
cavilled at and ſifted, it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that there 1s any material error in the tranſlation 
and we ought to be exceedingly careful in expunging 
or altering them, eſpecially in thoſe books which are 
well witneſſed and authenticated. And let us re- 
Joice, my brethren, that it is not a wrong tranſerip- 
tion, or tranſlation, which can prevent our pleaſing 
God]; who is ſatisfied with a willing upright heart, 
and with that obedience which is in our power. 
Search the ſcriptures, my brethren, and hold faſt 
that written word and teftimony : yea, earneſtly 
contend for it; for if the foundations be taken away, 
what ſhall the righteous do ? 


Behold the righteous ſhall be recompenſed in the earth, 
much more the wicked and the ſinner, Prove xi. 31. 
Jer, xxv. 29. | 
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T beheld the earth, and, lo, it was without form, and 
void and the heavens, and they had no hight, &c. Jer. 


iv. 23—26. alſo XXXVIle 7. and xlvi. 10. Joel Ms 


1-11 Zeph. i. 14—18. 
For the time is come (1700 years ago) that judgment 
muſt begin at the houſe of God, 1 Pet iv. 17. 2 Pet. 
The fun ſhall be darkened, and the moon ſhall not give 


ber light, the ftars ſhall full from heuuen.— The Son of 


mar. ſhall come, &c.—/:rilz, 1 ſay unto you, this genera- 
tion (which is paſſed or gone 1660 years ago) ſhall 
not paſs till all theſe things be fulfilled, Matt. xxiv. 
29—35. Mark xiii. 24—31. Luke xxi. 25—32. 


Theſe texts teach us that the laſt judgment is 
ſpiritual, and paſſes upon us before we leave this 
world and depart from the body. And we find that 
the expreſſion of the apoſtle, It is appointed unto 
all men once to die, and after death the judgment,” 
is ſpiritual alſo: the death of the righteous being a 
death to the world, and to ſin; and the death of the 
wicked, a death to God, a drawing back from his 
ways and ſervite. 


Man that is in honour (great or learned) and under- 
ſtandeih not (forſaketh not all known wilful fin, Job 
XXviii. 28. Pialin cxi. 10. Prov. ix 10) is like the 
beaſts that periſh, Pſalm xlix. 12, 20. 


For he remembered they were but fleſh ; a wind (breath, 


life) that poſſeth away, and cometh not again, Pſalm 
Ixxvili. 39. | 


As 
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As the beaſt dieth, ſo dieth the (carnal) man; yea, they 
have both one breath, ſo that a (natural) man hath no pre- 
heminence above a beaſt ; they both go unto one place; both 
of them are duſl, and turn to duſt again, Eccleſ. iii. 

19, 20. | ; £3 
Pal (mere) fleſb is graſs. Surely the people is graſs, 
Ita; x1;/6,'9; tA LAG 


From theſe, and other ſuch like ſcriptures, we learn, 
what is the end and future ſtate of the carnal man; 
viz. a return to duſt, and total extinction of being. 
Yet are the wicked turned into hell (according to 
their deſerts), and all the people that forget (forſake) 
God, I myſelf, as David and Jonah allo teſtify be- 
fore me, have been in that ſituation : and therefore 
knowing by experience what a dreadful thing it is to 
fall into the hands of the avenging living God, who 
can caſt both body and ſoul into hell; and alſo being 
graciouſly drawn to run without ceafing for the glo- 
rious, happy, eternal prize ſet before God's per- 
ſevereing children in the ſcriptures, I ſay, for theſe 
reaſons, I perſuade men to forſake ſin, and to follow 
that which is good. 2 


SEVENTH HEAD, 


Why even of yourſelves judge ye not what is right ? 
Ch | 

Doth not even nature teach you ?—Ujſe ſaund ſpeech 
which cannot he condemned, Paul. 

The friendſhip of the world is enmity with God; ꝛbo- 
vever therefore wall be a friend (companion, lover) of 
_ the world (the wicked) is the enemy of God, James 
iv. 4. 

No he is of the truth, | 
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The cuſtom which is uſed by very many ſerious 
people, of giving the appellation of “friend, both 
fo their friends, to them they know not, and even 

o their known unjuſt enemies, is not good, When 
our Lord called Judas “ friend,” his wickedneſs was 
not yet outwardly manifeſted to him, and therefore 
he did not judge him publicly; but J am perſuaded 
that he would never have called him friend after that 
time, if an opportunity had offered, except Judas had 
ſincerely repented. Remember, my brethren, that 
God's children ought to uſe a pure language, and 


great plainneſs of ſpeech, and to avoid all appear- 
ance of evil. 


EIGHTH HEAD. 


And he ſhall judge among the nations, and ſhall rebuke 
mauy people: and they ſhall beat their favords into plow- 
ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning-hooks : nation fhall 
not lift up ſword againſt nation, neither ſhall they learn 
war any more, Iſa, ii. 4. Mic. iv. 3. 


Put up thy ſword into the ſheath, Matt. xxvi. 52. 


ohn xviii. IL. 


For the Son of man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them, Luke ix. 56. 


My kingdom is not of this world, John xviii. 36. 
Jam EV, 1. : | | 
Let*very ſoul be ſubject to (that is, not reſiſt, James 
v. 6.) the earthly government under which they dwell : 
For theſe powers (whether good or evil, Prov. xxviii.. 
2. Iſa. iii. 4. and xviii. 4, Ezek. xx. 25.) are ap- 
. pointed by God. If thou do good, the government (whe- 
ther good or bad in itſelf) ſhall produce good to thee 
(whether it protect or perſecute thee), Rom. xiii. 
1—4. Lit, iii. 1. 1 Pet. ii. 13, 14. and lit, 13, 14. 
: From 
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From theſe ſcriptures, my brethren, and alſo from 
the whole tenor of the goſpel, we learn that chriſtians 
may neither take up arms to gain that which belong- 
eth to another, nor on any account to fight againſt the 
earthly government under which they dwell] : they 
may flee from perſecution if God ſo allow, and 
teach them in their conſciences to do, Matt. x. 23. 
John vii. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 33. Luke ix. 24, 51. John 
x. IT, 11. Acts xxi. 13, but if they reſiſt by arms, 
or fight againſt theſe ordinances, they fight againſt 
God, 1 Sam. xxvi. 9— 11. Iſa. liii. 7. Lam. iii, 
27—30. and if they are his people, ſhall ſurely re- 
ceive puniſhment for ſo doing, Wherefore, my 
brethren, keep yourſelves from theſe things, and as 
much as poſſible from all tumults and riots, Tit. 
i. 6. 


NINTH HEAD. 


Iwill henceforth ſacrifice to none but the Lord. Only 
in this thing the Lord pardon me, that when my maſter 
goeth into the houſe of Rimmon, to worſhip there, and he 
leaneth on my hand, and I bow myſelf in the houſe of 
Rimmon ; when I (in thus ſerving my maſter) bow 
down myſelf in the hyuſe of Rimmon, the Lord pardon 
thy ſervant in this thing. And Eliſha ſaid unto him, 
go in peace, 2 Kings v. 18, 19. = 


I have heard a preacher bring this ſpeech of Naa- 
man's as a proof of his double-mindedneſs and inſin- 
cerity; but that charge is unjuſt. When God told 
the Iſraelites by Moſes, that if they broke his laws he 
would caſt them into bondage and ſervitude among 
their enemies; he added, “and there ſhall they ferve 
other gods, wood and ſtone,” Deut. xxviit. 67. 
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agreeable to which are the commands, Eph, vi. 5. 
Col. iii. 22. 1 Tim. vi. I. Tit. ii. 9. 1 Pet. ii. 18. 

which does not mean that ſervants are to murder, or 
lie, or ſteal, or get drunk, or cheat, or game, to 
pleaſe their maſters ; but if they are apprentices, or 
bond-ſervants, or in debt, or in want of the abſolute 
neceſſaries of life, or have ſpiritual brethren ſo deſ- 
titute, whom they cannot otherwiſe relieve; I ſay, 
in ſuch caſes, if their maſters ſet them about uſeleſs, 
idle, and therefore idolatrous work, ſuch as is many 
parts of the ſculpturing, painting, carving, and other 
buſineſſes, they are to obey in ſuch things until 
their time is out, or their debts paid, or their maſ- 
ter or creditors releaſe them, or they can provide for 
themſelves better, 

Naaman did not, I am perſuaded, mean to call 
upon, or adore, or worſhip any image, but when 
the king, his maſter, went to ſee or ſtudy ſome uſe- 
leſs work or ſcience, of which Rimmon was the 
author or teacher; I ſuppoſe then it was Naaman's 
duty to go with him, and miniſter unto, or ſerve 
him in ſome idle, fooliſh employment. 

I have ſaid ſomething concerning this ſubjeR i in 
my third letter. 


TENTH HEAD. 


And it came io paſs as ſoon as he came nigh unto the 
camp, that he ſaw the calf and the dancing: and Maſes“ 
anger waxed hot, and he caſi the tables out of his hands, 
and brake them 3 the mount, Exod. xxxii. 19. 
Surely oppreſſion (great provocation) maketh a wiſe 
man mad (ſometimes do fooliſhly). Ecclef. vii. 7. 
There is no man that ſinneth not, I Kings viii. 46. 


2 Chron. vi. 36. Pſalm xix. 12. "Eadie? vii. 20. 
| And 
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And the contention was fo ſbarp betwixt Paul and 
Barnabas that they departed aſunder, Acts xv. 39. 

I withſicod Peter to the face (after the day of Pen- 
tecoſt) becauſe he was to be blamed, Gal. ii. 11. 

If we (apoſtles) ſay (even now) that we have no 
ſm, we __ ourſelves, and the truth is not in us, 
1 John 1. 8. 

In many things (of ignorance and infirmity) we 
all offend, James i iii. 2. 

Charity (love in deeds to the brethren, good men) 
ſhall cover (cancel, diſcharge, blot out, procure par- 
don for) the multitude of (ſuch our) /ns, 1 Pet. iv. 8. 


As it is true that wilful ſin, and he that commits 
it is of the devil (1 John iti. 8. ), ſo it is alſo true, 
that the upright or perfect children of God do often 
err, or fin, through ignorance, infirmity, or inadver- 
tency. For ll unrighteouſneſs (fault, error) is 
An, Jobn Ve 77. Yea, even * the thought of 
fooliſhneſs is fin,” Prov. xxiv. 9. And who is Hcy 
ciicumſpect and wile at all times? 


ELEVENTH HEAD. 
Verily ] ſay unto you, whatſoever ye Hall bind en 


earth, ſhall be bound in heaven : aud aubatſocver ye ſpall 
looſe en earth, fhall be Iocſed in heaven, Matt. xvill. 
18. John xx. 23. 


Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt did not here confer any 
ft upon the apoſtles excluſive of the reſt of God's 
children: but the meaning is, that God heareth 
and anſ{wereth the prayers of ail them that obey 
him; and as they judge and aſk according to his 
wil! (1 john v. 14.) therefore if they be oppreſice 
or 
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or injured and cry unto him, he avengeth them, 
L xxii. 22— 27. Numb. xvi. 15. 1 Cor. v. 5. 
and he alſo heareth them in behalf of one another, 
and of them that do them good, Gen. xxx. 27. 
2 Kings iv. 13. Mark ix. 41. 2 Tim. i. 16. James 
v. 15. 1 Pet. iii. 12. 


r. 


Again, I ſay unto you, that if two of you fhall agree 
on earth, as touching any thing that they ſhall aſk, it 
ſhall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven; 

or where two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midſt of them, Matt. xviii. 19, 20. 


This text teaches us, that if any of God's chil- 
dren aſk for any thing according to the meaning of 
any of the promiſes which are given them by the 
prophets and apoſtles, they ſhall ſurely receive it: 
for whoſoever walks according to the rules given 
by them (being ſo gathered unto them indeed), or 
in other words, whoſe converſation is ſuch as be- 
cometh the goſpel of Chriſt, that perſon is a tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt (1 John ii. 29. and iii. 24. 

Ezek. xxxvi. 27.) and therefore a member of the 
ſame body with them; in which body Chriſt dwells 
and reigns, unti! the end come, that all his enemies 
are ſubdued, and that he ſhall have delivered up the 
ſovereignty to God even the Father: that God may 
be all in all, 1 Cor. xv. | 


THIRTEENTH HE A D. 


Fs any of you fi? let him call for the elders of the 
church; and let them pray over him, anginting him with 
3 oil 


«4 


. 
\ 


LETTER VIII. 


8:1 in the name of the Lord ; and the prayer of faith 
fall ſave the fick, —the effeftual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man avatleth much, James v. 


By © anointing with oil,“ is meant the giving to 
our brethren (according to God's command, and 
our ability) whatever is neeeful either for the ſoul 
or body: but to make our fervent prayer effectual, 
it is neceſlary that there be obedience alſo in the per- 
ſon prayed for. We find that our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf could do nothing great without this, Mark 
vi. 5, 6. Matt. ix. 29. and xv. 23. Mark ix. 23. 
If God hath not firſt opened the heart, and turned 
it to obey him, praying for a bleſſing is in vain, 
Ezek. xiv. 13—20. Luke viii. 15. and xvi. 31. 

By opening and turning the keart to obedience, I 
do not mean that all inclination after fin is to be 
gone, and the old man totally deſtroyed before we 
can pray for the ſpiritual bleſſing of peace and joy; 
but I mean that we are to obey in all things accord- 


ing to our knowledge and ability, whether it pleaſe 


our inclination or not, Iſa. lviii. 13, 14. Mark ix. 
43—47. Deut. xxx. 1—6. 

It is indeed a doctrine of devils, to ſay that we ate 
not to do good except our heart be free to, or take 
pleaſure in it. Be not weary in (leave not off, 
Pfalm) well- doing; for in due ſeaſon ye ſhall reap, 
if ye faint not (draw not back).“ 


FOURTEENTH HE a: 


Being faithful, Moſes, when he was come to years, re- 
Fuſed to be ca led the ſon of Pharaoh's daughter ; chooſing 
rather to ſuffer affietion with the people of God, than ts 
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enjoy the ploaſures of ſin for a ſeaſon ; efleeming the re- 


roach of Chriſt greater riches than the treaſures of 
Egypt; for he had reſpect unto the recompence of the re- 
ward, Heb. xi. 24. 
mpoerefore, ſeeing ſo many faithful witneſſes to 0 
truth are before us, let us lay aſide every weight, and 
(eſpecially) whatſoever fm it is that moſt 27 ly lays 
hold an us; and let us enduringly and patiently run the 
race (of hardneſs, affliction, reproach and ſhame) 
which is ſet before us (in the ſcriptures) - looking unto 
Jeſus the author and finiſher of our goed. who for the 
Joy that was ſet before him endured the croſs, deſpiſing the 
fame, and is ſet down at the right hand of the throne 4 
God, Heb, 1. 


Do not imagine, my brethren, that you can 
enjoy both the ſweet things of this world, and of 
that which is to come :—the luſts (deſires, pleafings) 
of the fleſh (natural inclinations) muſt be ſubdued 
and killed by all who enter into the kingdom of 
God; which bzginneth in this life. Therefore ſet 
_ coſt before you, and keep it in view, that it 

be a means of ſtrengthening and encouraging 
4 (Luke xxi. 13). For if you give God that obe- 
dience of your actions which he requires, you will 


certainly be made partaker of the croſs (lufferinge) 


of Chriſt, Matt. x. 25. 
EHFTEENTH HEAD. 


The kingdom of God is not meat and drink, but 
righteouſneſs and peace and joy in the Holy Ghoſt. — 
All meats are lawful for me, but all are not expe- 


Though 


dient. Paul. 


i 1.42 5K mm 17 
Tho' the goſpel does not with- hold from the childien 
of God any food that is good for the body; yet ſo 


far as the living according to our circumſtances, and 


according as the ſtate of our body requires, ſo far, 
I ſay, meat and drink is of the kingdom of God; and 
the abuſe of it is of the kingdom of the devil. If I 
will eat the fat and drink the ſweet, when my con- 
ſcience convinces me that the poverty of my circum- 
ſtances, the wants of my brethren, the luſts of the 
fleſh, or the health of my body, require me to uſe 


coarſe and plain food; I ſay, if I will caſt off con- 


ſcience and reaſon in the uſe of my food, God will 


ſurely caſt me out of his kingdom: and if, on the 


contrary, I do * put a knife to my throat,” when 
there is need, and mortify (kill) the luſts and lovings 


of my palate and appetite, I ſay, ſo far, and for this 


cauſe, God is well pleaſed with me. 
SIA TEENTH HEM 


All power is given unto me (as a reward of my obe- 


dience, and a proof that I have well doe the work 
which God gave me todo, John xvi. 10. and xvii. 4, 5. 


1 Cor. xv. 27. Phil. ii. 6=9. Heb. i. 8, 9.) in hea- 
ven and in earth (for a time, 1 Cor, xv. 24—28. Heb. 
i. 13); Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptizing 
them (1 Pet. iii. 2 1.) in the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xxviii. 18, 19. 
This text, my brethren, do'nt mean that the one God 
of Abraham and his faithful children, is co npo:ed 
of three diſtin, almighty, co-equal, ſeif-cxiſtent 
beings or perſons, according to that dark unſcriptu- 
ral, blaſphemous doctrine, called, the doctrine of the 
Trinity; but by“ the name of the Father,“ we un- 
derſtand the word which God ſpake throughout the 
Old Teſtament by the prophets; Heb. i. 1. by ** the 
name of the Son,” is meant the word or commands 
which he gave us by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; John 
iii. 22. and viii. 28, 42, 47. and xii. 44—50 and 
xiv. 24. and xv. x. Heb. i. 2. and v. 5. and by ** the 
name of the Holy Ghoſt,” I un lerſtand the word 
ſpoken unto us by the apoſtles; Matt. x. 20. Mark 


Kili. 11. Luke x. 16. Heb. I, 3.4. 


„ To us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things, and we for him; and one 
Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, by whom (are given) all thing 


8% * 4 *r . * 
. 1 5 bo 
8 rr 


+ 
= 


8 


. 2 5 - A TS nt IO Eee : 8 FE Sgt I 

1 2 NIL * Ra 8 n e LIE LT ons Hl inn 2 
i jp * 5 . 2 

A oy a 2 GS n POP SOON 1 Sor 


A . 
R . 

* ? z wh * 
5 N * 42 


3 2 \ 8 * 
5 
1 

Du 


OE 


> "IS 
5 


18 r 
(mercies, redemption, ſanctification, glory) and we 
(become God's children) by (obedience to) him,” 
x Cor. viii. 6. Gal. iii. 26, 27. Heb. vii. 5. Col. i. 20. 
—God, and the Holy Ghoſt, and the Spirit of God, 
are only different names of one and the ſelf-ſame 
Being (John iv. 24. 2 Cor. iii. 17), and our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the firſt-born (or begotten, or created 
or made) of all his works, Col. 1. 15. who in the 
fulneſs of time which God had before appointed, 
took upon himſelf a body of fleſh; and to whom it 
pleaſed God to give the poſſeſſion or enjoyment of 
himſelf, in a manner and degree above that which 
he hath given to any other creature (Phil. ii. 9, 10. 


Col. i. ib—19. John iii. 34) becauſe © he did al- 


ways the things that pleaſed him.” 

NE EN FH READ. 

I, any man will be my diſciple, let him take up His croſs 
daily and follow me. Chriſt. 85 

1 am cruafied with Chriſt. Paul. 

God forbid that I fhould glory ſave in the croſs of my 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, whereby I am crucified to the world, 
and the world unio me —I/e preach Chriſt crucified ; to 
tht Fews a ſtumbling block, and to the Greeks fooliſhneſs. — 
The preaching of the croſs is to them that periſh fooliſhneſs. 
coe are killed (crucified) ali the day long, —[ bear in 
my body the marks (of the ſufferings) of the Lord Feſus. 
Te ſuffering life of Chriſt is manifeſt in my life. — Full 
up the meaſure of his ſufferings for his body's ſake the 
church, Paul. | | | 

To preach the croſs of Chriſt, my brethren, is not 
to tel] people to truſt ſolely in what he did and ſuf- 
fered when he was in a body of fleſh upon earth, but 
it is to teach them to live in that ſelf- denied, holy, 
righteous, God-fearing, God- loving manner that he 
did; which life will certainly bring a croſs (perſecu- 
tion, trouble, ſorrow, diſtreſs) upon the lover of it; 
and which ſelf-denying, holy, humble, lowly, ſhame= 
ful, ſuffering, patient, world-forſaking life is fooliſh- 
neſs or madneſs in the fight of the prophane, and a 
thing hich moſt even of thegreateſt profeſſors ſtum- 
ble at, and turn away from; but we who poſſeſs it and 
follow it, know it to be the almighty power and wiſ- 
dom of God; and that out of it there is no power ta 
oyel come our ſpiritual enemies, EIGHT- 


or ſituation in particular, is the ſame? and one part 
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EIGHTEENTE FEAD 
Feſus himſelf baptized not, but his diſciples, John iv. 2. 

I thank God that I baptized none» f you. — For Chrift 
ſent me not to baptize, but to preach the goſpel, 1 Cor. 

1. 17. 

There is (but) one (true, right, holy, ſaving) baptsſm 
(which is ſpiritual). Eph. iv. 5. 

(Chriſtian) baptiſm is nat the putting away the filth of 
the flaſb (outward waſhing, or ſprinkling, or dipping), 
but the anſwer of a good conſcience towards God (by bein 
riſen with Chriſt, or cleanſed by the Spirit of God). 
1 Pet, iii. 21. | 

No doubt the faithful children of God ought to 
lay aſide the carnal, outward ordinance commonly 
called baptiſm, which is an idol. If any ſay, that 
our Lord permitted baptiſm (he being“ a miniſter 
of the circumciſion”) and that the apoſtles practiſed 
it; we know alſo that our Lord was circumciſed, 
and that Paul uſed that carnal ordinance (for the 
ſake of weak minds) to Timothy, but afterwards he 
laid it aſide, and rejected it. 

NINETEENTH H 

Give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
—I/ uſe great plainneſs of ſpeech. — Keep the ordinances 
as I delivered them to you. Paul. | 

Is any merry © let him fing pſalms (rejoicing, thankſ- 
giving ſcriptures, or breathings of the ſpirit of God, 
as Iſa. xli. and xxv. and xxvi. not the laboured, 
rhyming, muſical compoſitions of men). James v. 
I 3. (But) let no man put a ſtumbling block, or an occaſion 
zo fall in his brother's way, Rom. Xiv. 13. 

In a former letter I mentioned to you to be very 
careful in ſinging, to uſe plain and true verſions of 
the ſcriptures; but upon well confidering that mat- 
ter, I find the cuſtom of ſinging, as it is commonly 
uſed in public churches and meetings at this time, 
to be productive of, and liable to ſo many evils, that 
I am perſuaded it ought to be intirely laid aſide by 
every faithful Chriſtian, How few are there in any 
congregation or meeting, whoſe knowledge and ex- 
perience in general, and whoſe preſent frame of mind 
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PZ TT ER: VIII. 


of which ought not to pray, when the other may 


have cauſe to ſing. —My brethren, lay afide every 
weight, and make ſtraight paths for your feet. 
FWELENI IE TH HEAD. 

And Jacob ſaid unto bis houſhold, and to all that were 


with him, put away the range gods that are among you, 


and be clean, and change your garments : and let us ariſe 
and ſerve God, who hath heard and preſerved mes and 
they did fo Aud the terror of God was upon their ene 
mies, Gen. xxxv. ii. 5. 

When God for iniquity doth alen man, he maketh his 
(outward) beauty to conſume away like a moth. Pſalm. 

When the Lord enters into judgment with his people, he 
wall take away their faſhionable, ornamental, fine, expenſroe 
cloathing, Iſa. iii. 18—23. 

Let our men and women be hol '—Ccloathed in modeſt, 


humble, ſober, cheap apparel, 1 Tim. ii. 8, 9. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 


Shine as lights in the world :—and ſhew your ſelves ex- 
amples and patterns of goodneſs, and humility, and holineſs 
in all things. 

Though I have mentioned this matter of dreſs in 
a former letter, yet when I ſee the expenſiveneſs, 


uſeleſsneſs, vanity, and idolatry which is amongſt 


even them tha profeſs an extraordinary degree of 
knowledge and devotedneſs to God, and ſet them- 
ſelves up to be teachers in his ſpiritual Iſrael, I can- 
not cloſe this letter without telling them, that their 
conduct, in this reſpect, is utterly oppoſite to the 


will of God: whoſe holy Spirit is grieved with theſe 
their . uſeleſs, unloving manners. For ſo 


much of our ſubſtance as we beſtow upon needleſs 


or fuperfiuous things, ſo much of our poor brethrens 


right do we fraudulently and violently deprive them 
of: and ſo much finery or luxury as we unneceſſarily 


ſet betore their eyes, fo far do we endeavour to de- 


prive them of humility and contentment; and alſo 
at the ſame time we caſt cutſelves into the devil's net, 
Pſalm x. . 

Woſcever will be teachers of, or eminent among 
chriſtians, let them be ſervants, bodily and ſpiritual, 
to God's People; not in word andi ange only, 
but in manual deed, and in truth. 

Thebleſſing of God be with algch bie, Amen, 

London, June, 1 776. 
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